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TAGS: SHUM, GT 

SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS EVALUATION REPORT: EMBASSY COMMENTS 
REF: STATE 298939 

EMBASSY SUBMITS FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON UNCLASSIFIED VERSION, 
AND SUGGESTED CHANGES, KEYED TO REFTEL FORMAL AND NUMBERING: 

UNNUMBERED SECOND PARAGRAPH, SENTENCE THREE, TO READ: "THOSE 
ADMINISTRATIONS..." VICE "THAT ADMINISTRATION AND THE ONE 
THAT FOLLOWED" 

UNNUMBERED FOURTH PARAGRAPH, FINAL SENTENCE TO READ: "RIGHTIST 
GROUPS ALSO RETALIATE AGAINST SUPPOSED LEFTIST INSURGENTS AND 
THEIR COLLABORATORS, AND SOMETIMES ENGAGE IN ACTS OF INTIMI- 
DATION AGAINST CAMPESINOS." 

UNNUMBERED FIFTH PARAGRAPH, FINAL SENTENCE TO READ: "BUT AS OF 
MID DECEMBER THERE HAS BEEN NO CLEAR PATTERN OF INCREASED POLL 
TICAL VIOLENCE IN THE PRE-ELECTORAL PERIOD, ALTHOUGH THERE HAD 
BEEN A RASH OF KIDNAPPINGS, THE FULL SIGNIFICANCE OF WHICH IS 
NOT YET KNOWN." 
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1 A, TO READ: "TORTURE OF ALLEGED SUBVERSIVES HAS OCCURRED 
WITH SOME FREQUENCY IN GUATEMALAN HISTORY. AFTER THE DEFEAT 
OF THE INSURGENT MOVEMENT IN THE EARLY 1970'S, AND PARTICULARLY 
SINCE THE LAUGERUD ADMINISTRATION TOOK OFFICE, INCIDENTS OF 
THIS TYPE DECREASED AND THERE HAVE BEEN FEW RECENT ALLEGATIONS 
OF TORTURE. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF INSTITUTIONALIZED TORTURE 
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BY THE GOVERNMENT." 

1 B, TO READ: "LEGALLY NOT PERMITTED BUT ABUSES PROBABLY OCCUR 
FROM TIME TO TIME DURING INTERROGATIONS OF TERRORISTS OR THOSE 
SUSPECTED OF SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN A 
MARKED IMPROVEMENT OVER THE COURSE OF THE LAUGERUD ADMINISTRATION." 

2-A, THIRD SENTENCE AND THEREAFTER TO READ: "THERE IS FREEDOM 
OF ASSEMBLY FOR NON-POLITICAL PURPOSES. AS IN MANY OTHER COUN- 
TRIES, LARGE POLITICAL DEMONSTRATIONS AND PARADES ARE SUBJECT TO 
REGULATION BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. LABOR UNIONS ARE FREE 
UNDER LAW TO ORGANIZE. THERE ARE FEW STRONG, INDEPENDENT 
UNIONS, HOWEVER." 

2- C, FIRST SENTENCE. WE PREFER LANGUAGE SIMILAR TO THAT USED 
IN LAST YEAR’S UNCLASSIFIED REPORT, NAMELY: "PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD TOOK OFFICE IN JULY, 1974 AMID OPPOSITION CHARGES OF 
ELECTORAL FRAUD." IN SECOND SENTENCE, INSERT "THE FOUR" 

BETWEEN "BY" AND "DULY". REPLACE FINAL SENTENCE WITH: "THE 
ELECTORAL REGISTRY IS HEADED BY A GOVERNMENT APPOINTEE. 

DESPITE A LONG WAITING LIST, NO NEW PARTIES HAVE BEEN INSCRIBED 

IN RECENT YEARS. THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS PROSCRIBED BY LEGISLATION." 

3- A, REPLACE WITH: "POLICIES DESIGNED TO RESPOND TO THE NEEDS 
OF THE POOR AND POLICIES WHICH TNED TO IGNORE THE NEEDS OF THE 
POOR. ALTHOUGH SIGNIFICANT GAINS IN LIVING STANDARDS AND IN 
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THE EXPANSION OF A MIDDLE CLASS HAVE BEEN MADE OVER THE LAST 
20 YEARS, PARTICULARLY FOR THE URBAN INDUSTRIAL AND SERVICE 
WORKERS, SEVERE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES STILL EXIST 
IN GUATEMALA. TRADITIONALLY, PROXIMITY TO GUATEMALA CITY OR TO 
THE DEPARTMENTAL SEATS HAS LARGELY DETERMINED THE DELIVERY OF 
THE MOST IMPORTANT SOCIAL SERVICES. HOWEVER, THE GOG IS ATTEMPT- 
ING TO INCREASE INVESTMENTS IN RURAL AREAS AND HAS SOLICITED 
LOANS FROM INTERNATIONAL DONORS FOR EXPANSION OF RURAL HEALTH 
SERVICES, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, AGRI- 
CULTURAL CREDIT, AND SUPPORT OF COOPERATIVES. ALSO, A MAJOR 
SUCCESS HAS BEEN THE GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF THE PROBLEMS 
CREATED BY THE 1976 EARTHQUAKE. WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE US 
AND OTHER DONOR COUNTRIES THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT HAS DONE A 
LAUDABLE JOB IN RESTORING SHELTER AND BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES 
TO THE HARDEST-HIT HIGHLAND AREA." 

4, INSERT BETWEEN SECOND AND THIRD SENTENCES: "IT HAS RESISTED 
PRESSURES TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF SEIGE." OLD SENTENCE FIVE TO 
READ: "IN HIS JULY STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS, PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD CONDEMNED THE USE OF INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT BY 
LARGE LANDOWNERS AGAINST LABOR." CONCLUDE PARAGRAPH AS FOLLOWS: 
"PRESIDENT LAUGERUD HAS CALLED IN THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
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AND LEADERS OF THE PARTIES TO EXHORT THEM TO AGREE ON GROUND 
RULES TO DISCOURAGE VIOLENCE DURING THE CAMPAIGN PRECEDING THE 
MARCH 1978 ELECTIONS. IN ADDITION THE GOVERNMENT REACTED WITH 
GREAT RESTRAINT IN THE FACE OF POTENTIALLY DISRUPTIVE LABOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN RECENT WEEKS. AS NOTED IN SECTION 3..." 

5, REPLACE WITH: "BY HAVING SUBMITTED FOR RATIFICATION THE 
SAN JOSE CONVENTION AND BY SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF THE POST 
OF UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, THE GOG HAS ACKNOW- 
LEDGED THE VALIDITY OF MONITORING OF HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATIONS 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ACTING THROUGH RECOGNIZED INTER- 
NATIONAL BODIES. IT HAS TERMED AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, HOWEVER, 
BIASED AND PROPAGANDISTIC. (IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE GOG 
WOULD WELCOME A VISIT BY THE IAHRC.)" EMBASSY WOULD PREFER 
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NON-INCLUSION OF BRACKETED SENTENCE UNLESS DEPARTMENT BELIEVES 
IT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO ADDRESS THIS POINT. 

BOSTER 
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